
Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, ranking members Kissel and Fishbein and 
distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee: 
 
My name is Angelika P. Schriever.  I am from Hamden and a supporter of Connecticut Against 
Gun Violence.  I am retired and also a supporter of Newtown Action Alliance as well as  a 
member of the Benevolence Committee at Hamden’s Spring Glen Church. 
 
I am testifying in favor of HB-6355, An Act Concerning Risk Protection Orders. 
 
I am the grandmother of three children who are growing up in Newtown, CT.  The December 
14, 2012 Sandy Hook shooting has not only left a permanent and vastly damaging effect on the 
families of those who were gunned down that day, but on the entire town, including – and 
especially – on the children who were close to the shooting, or internalized the devastation and 
anxiety of all Newtown parents and families, and have experienced lasting emotional trauma.  
No persons, families, and communities should have to go through something like this, but since 
Sandy Hook, mass shootings and school shootings have happened again and again. 
 
In addition, my then next-door neighbor in Hamden killed himself with his gun during an 
episode of acute depression.  He shot himself on his backyard patio while his wife was in the 
house.  I heard the shot (mercifully could not see their patio), saw and heard the emergency 
vehicles minutes later, and then heard a first responder exclaim on the patio “Oh my God!”  The 
family of the man who killed himself has never recovered from this. 
 
In both cases described above ERPOs might have prevented these tragedies.  ERPOs are a 
means of last resort and include due process protections.  They are proven effective, are 
demonstrated to reduce firearm suicide (up to 2/3 of CT gun deaths are by suicide), and  have 
prevented numerous nationwide mass shootings. 
 
Claims by opponents that ERPOs lack due process protections, are abused by family members, 
or are used to harass gun owners are untrue.  There are often warning signs preceding violent 
or suicidal behavior, so this last-resort temporary removal measure with due process 
protections is an effective tool for reducing gun violence.  There is an urgent need to strengthen 
our ERPO law in order to save lives. 
 
I ask that you favorably report HB-6355 out of committee so that the General Assembly can 
vote to strengthen our Extreme Risk Protection law.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angelika P. Schriever 
Hamden, CT 


